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President’s Message 
 
Dear Friends of the East Palo Alto Kids Foundation, 

EPAK is proud to celebrate 20 years of service to the students and teachers of East Palo Alto and eastern 
Menlo Park.  Our all-volunteer board has read over 5000 grant applications from dedicated teachers and 
awarded more than 2 million dollars over the years.  Through your support, EPAK has provided 
hundreds of classrooms with enriching field trips, books for their libraries, materials for science projects, 
and technology that enhances instruction. 

We firmly believe that teachers know exactly what their students need and how to best utilize resources 
to meet their goals.  That is why our model of asking individual teachers for their ideas and funding 
them directly has not changed.   

Without EPAK grants many of the students of East Palo Alto and eastern Menlo Park would not be able 
to go on school field trips.  Can you imagine living in the Bay Area and never having been to the beach, 
San Francisco, an aquarium, or science museum?  We are lucky to live in an area where so much is 
within arms reach, yet there are still many children that don’t get to experience our local gems.  Your 
support has made these treasures available to many students. 

Our world is changing daily and the instruction of the classroom teacher must change with it.  EPAK is 
proud to have supported many grants for technology in the classroom.  Students are able to access the 
outside world through the projection of the internet, use interactive technology on the iPad, and have 
access to thousands of books on Kindles or Nooks.  Students with special needs are using individualized 
software that addresses their unique challenges.  I continue to be impressed with how teachers are using 
the latest technology to enhance instruction. 

Over the years EPAK has provided thousands of books to the students of East Palo Alto and eastern 
Menlo Park.  Contributions to classroom libraries continue to be the most popular EPAK grant request.  
Teachers engage students in learning through literature and nonfiction books.  They use books to teach 
students about character, social issues, science, and history.  Teachers ask for books at all levels to 
constantly push students’ reading skills.  EPAK recognizes that literacy opens the doors to a better a 
future and will continue to support teachers in providing compelling and relevant books in their 
classrooms. 

I am very proud of what EPAK has accomplished this year and over the past 20 years.  It has taken hard 
work by our all-volunteer board and the dedication of donors and volunteers like you to get the work 
done.  On behalf of our board members and constituents I’d like to thank you for making it all possible. 

Respectfully, 

 
 
Tami Espinosa 
EPAK Board President 
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Our Mission 
 

The East Palo Alto Kids Foundation (EPAK) is a 
community-based, volunteer organization whose mission is 
to promote educational opportunities and academic success 
for the students in East Palo Alto and eastern Menlo Park. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPAK provides microgrants directly to classroom teachers and matches sponsors to projects that 
significantly impact the learning environment for more than one classroom of students. 

EPAK uses donations made by individuals, corporations, service organizations, and foundations to 
help those educating the children in the most direct and immediate way possible.  EPAK reviews 
grant applications from classroom and specialist teachers during the fall and winter of each year and 
awards $500-$600 to accepted grantees.  In addition EPAK awards New Teacher Grants before the 
school year begins to help teachers who are starting out in the district to obtain the materials they 
need. 

EPAK also manages a Sponsored Project Grant Program to address school-wide needs.  This program 
is available when there is a specific project that a sponsor is interested in funding.   

	  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EPAK	  is	  a	  private,	  501(C)3	  non-‐profit	  Foundation	  founded	  in	  1993;	  
all	  donations	  are	  tax-‐deductible.	  	  We:	  

§ Serve	  approximately	  4,500	  students	  from	  11	  schools	  in	  the	  
East	  Palo	  Alto	  and	  eastern	  Menlo	  Park	  areas.	  

§ Support	  quality	  educational	  experiences	  through	  a	  variety	  of	  
grants	  for	  literacy,	  science,	  math,	  the	  arts,	  and	  technology	  

§ Award	  grants	  directly	  to	  the	  teachers	  that	  will	  be	  
implementing	  the	  projects.	  

§ Are	  governed	  by	  an	  all-‐volunteer	  Board	  of	  Directors	  from	  
East	  Palo	  Alto	  and	  the	  surrounding	  communities.	  

§ Address	  the	  serious	  educational	  funding	  gap	  in	  our	  
community.	  
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Our Vision 
 
As part of the East Palo Alto Kid’s Foundation, we believe it is imperative that we invest in our 
future, and we can do that by providing a quality education to all our children.  We know that: 

 

§ All children should have an opportunity to learn, regardless of their socio-economic status. 

§ A quality education will make a difference for our children, our community, and our country.  
We should invest in our future. 

§ Literacy is fundamental, helping children gain general knowledge in all subject areas in 
school and adult life. 

§ A strong foundation in math and science is imperative in our ever-changing world.  There is a 
growing shortage of scientists and engineers.  The solution starts in our schools. 

§ The Arts enhance young people’s intellectual, personal, and social development. 

§ Health and fitness benefit children physically, mentally, and emotionally. 

§ Teachers know what is needed in the classroom. 

 

We empower teachers by providing them directly with grants.  Teachers assess their greatest 
classroom needs and use their grant money to address those needs.  By investing in our teachers, we 
show them that the community respects and values them. 
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Meeting the Need in Ravenswood 
 

 
The needs of Ravenswood’s student population present special challenges to its schools. Many 
students come from challenging family circumstances. The majority of the students (97%) are 
eligible to receive Free or Reduced Price Lunch indicating they are socio-economically 
disadvantaged. In 2010, the median household income in East Palo Alto was $44,006 compared to 
$150,700 in neighboring communities. A recently published Stanford study concluded that family 
income was a bigger factor than race in determining educational success.  
 
A large majority of Ravenswood students are English Language Learners (ELL). This adds to the 
strain of funding cutbacks. As the mix of cultures, languages, and backgrounds converges in the 
classroom, educators must find ways to effectively communicate with students and families in a 
myriad of ways. This often involves added costs for technology support, listening centers, multi-
language textbooks or bilingual tutoring. Many ELL students have academic difficulty. Unfortunately 
their parents who are already stretched for time and resources are unable to provide them with the 
additional help they require. A majority of the parents have not completed high school and roughly 
96% are not college graduates. The figure below illustrates the ethnic makeup of Ravenswood 
students.  
 

 
Ravenswood City School District Demographics 2012-2013, CDE 

 
 
There is a dramatic and growing educational funding gap between public funds provided to the 
schools and the resources needed to deliver a quality education. This gap severely undermines the 
hiring and retention of experienced teachers, causes higher student-to-teacher ratios, and hinders the 
provision of appropriate classroom resources needed to teach this ethnically diverse, predominantly 
low-income student population. 
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Today’s reality is that private support is needed to keep schools strong. Schools in wealthier districts 
raise disproportionately more funds and parent volunteer hours for educational activities. Wealthier 
districts are able to restore vital programs to schools by raising private funds through educational 
foundations, PTA fundraising, local bond measures and parcel taxes. There is also the very 
significant value of parents’ donated time in wealthier districts. In a neighboring elementary school, 
for example, over 33,000 parent volunteer hours are donated each academic year. In the Ravenswood 
district, where families often juggle low-paying jobs, or lack childcare, volunteering can be difficult.  
 
This results in an achievement gap between wealthy and poor communities. Ravenswood 
schools are significantly underperforming compared to its wealthier neighbors, as measured by the 
state's Academic Performance Index (API). Whereas Menlo Park Elementary District and Palo Alto 
Unified have API scores exceeding 900, Ravenswood has an average API of 708. This is an 
improvement over the past years, but is still one of the lowest scoring districts in the county. The 
Stanford study that pointed to the widening education gap between the rich and the poor found that 
the gap in standardized test scores between affluent and low-income students had grown by about 
40% since the 1960s. 
 
New	  resources	  are	  needed	  to	  meet	  the	  demands	  of	  the	  Common	  Core	  Standards.	  Our	  students	  are	  
expected	  to	  engage	  with	  texts,	  each	  other,	  and	  the	  world	  in	  new	  ways.	  As	  a	  result,	  teachers	  are	  faced	  
with	  the	  challenge	  of	  developing	  proficient	  digital	  literacy,	  providing	  opportunities	  for	  hands-‐on,	  
authentic	  problem	  solving,	  and	  ensuring	  that	  all	  students	  have	  access	  to	  a	  range	  of	  levels	  and	  
genres	  of	  books.	  This	  requires	  materials	  and	  experiences	  that	  currently	  do	  not	  exist	  in	  
Ravenswood’s	  classrooms.	  

New	  teachers	  have	  very	  little	  support	  or	  materials	  for	  setting	  up	  a	  classroom.	  Many	  schools	  have	  
libraries	  that	  fall	  dramatically	  below	  standards,	  often	  without	  librarian	  support.	  Field	  trips	  occur	  
only	  if	  the	  teacher	  applies	  successfully	  for	  external	  monies.	  Science	  experiments	  are	  uncommon	  due	  
to	  a	  lack	  of	  materials.	  There	  is	  little	  support	  for	  typical	  enrichment	  activities,	  such	  as	  music	  and	  art.	  
Sports	  equipment	  and	  play	  structures	  for	  recess	  and	  physical	  education	  are	  in	  short	  supply.	  
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EPAK’s Impact – Grants Awarded 
 
In 2012-2013 EPAK awarded $500 grants to teachers to provide for their students’ most critical 
needs.  The grants have helped improve the quality of the educational experience for these students. 

During the 2012-2013 school year, the East Palo Alto Kids Foundation awarded: 
356 Microgrants totaling $177,395 

30 New Teacher Grants totaling $3,000 
 
The grants awarded by EPAK show that we understand the challenges faced by teachers and we 
support the important work that they do. Each classroom grant has a direct, immediate, and tangible 
impact.  
 
Important investments are made in tools that provide a solid grounding in math and science. Teachers 
use their grant money to purchase tools like subtraction and addition machines, geometric shapes and 
money cubes that teach children important mathematical concepts. Science lab materials are 
purchased so students can have hands-on learning opportunities. 
 
Technology is being used in the classroom to enhance students’ learning experience. Many grants 
have been used to purchase document projectors that make it easy for teachers to share printed 
materials or have students share their work with the entire class. iPads are another widely used 
technology tool used by teachers to engage students in language and math lessons. iPads are also 
being used to help teach children with autism, developmental and learning disabilities.  
 
Educational field trips are helping to reinforce the classroom curriculum. Research has shown that 
students retain more practical knowledge about a subject if they have had a chance to see it, touch it, 
work with it and explore it. The Exploratorium, The Tech Museum, The California Academy of 
Sciences and the San Francisco Zoo are just a few examples of places students have visited on field 
trips.  
 
Literacy support materials assist in strengthening concepts being taught in classroom. Teachers 
purchase guided reading books, leveled reading books and books on CD to help with fluency and 
comprehension. Teachers have also used grant money to purchase software like StratoLogica that 
enables students to interact with the world map, and learn about the history, geography, and culture of 
places around the globe. 
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EPAK Supporters 
 
It is through the generous and dedicated support of our donors that EPAK executes its vision and has 
reached its 20th year.   Our strong base of diverse contributors makes EPAK a stable and trusted 
partner for all schools in the area.  Without our donors teachers and students would not have the 
educational opportunities other communities take for granted.  We appreciate your generous and 
continuing support. 
Honorary Doctorate ($10,000 and over) 
The Callison Foundation 
Wilson and Sue Cooper* 
Juniper Networks Foundation Fund 
Nancy and Torstein Lund 
Melvin and Geraldine Hoven Foundation 
San Jose Mercury News Wish Book Fund 
SanDisk Corporation Fund 
Town Crier Holiday Fund** 
 
Valedictorian ($2,500 - $9,999) 
Anonymous** 
Facebook Local Community Fund 
Laura Roberts and Bob Jones 
Joan Miller, in honor of her son Gregory Miller 
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund** 
The Scandling Family Foundation** 
Jacqui and Blair Stewart 
 
Salutatorian ($1,000 - $2,499) 
Anonymous (3 donations at this level) 
The Doering Family Foundation 
Anna Maria Zara and Robert English** 
The John and Marcia Goldman Foundation 
Eric and Elaine Hahn*** 
Julie and Pete Mahowald 
Judy and George Marcus 
Bill McFarland 
Thomas and Lydia Moran 
Mary Noonan 
Steve Patterson 
Hugh M. and Julie J. Pearce 
Louis and Susan Pelosi 
The Planr-Rao Family 
Ted and Dorothy Reller 

David and Elizabeth Rome 
Silicon Valley Realtors Charitable Foundation 
Thomas and Ancella Toldrian 
Wells Fargo Foundation 
 
High Honors ($500-$999) 
Ken and Susan Allen 
Anonymous 
Steve Bowles 
Brosnan Charitable Gift Fund* 
John and Nancy Cassidy** 
Tasha Castaneda 
Cynthia Chin, in honor of the marriage of Jenna     
Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Devon and David Cohn 
Carol and George Craford 
Gordon and Carolyn Davidson*** 
Mark Dinan and Marta Puerta 
Lee and Rob Dinneen 
Charlotte Drew and Scott Frewing 
Kathleen Eldredge 
Kingdon Capital Management 
Geoffrey and Marie Moore 
Richard Morris 
Raymond Musalo in honor of the marriage of  
Jenna Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Palo Alto University Rotary Club 
William Russell-Shapiro, in honor of the 
marriage of Jenna Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Bill and Karen Shannon 
Pooja Shetty 
Dr. Irene Shih 
Seth and Debra Strichartz 
Harold and Christina Zable 
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Honors ($250-$500) 
Richard and Lois Abraham 
Anonymous 
David Rossetti and Jan Avent*** 
Louise and Stuart Beattie 
Books, Inc. 
Lee and Melissa Baten Caswell, in honor of 
Hollis and Dorothy Caswell 
Anne and Terry Clark 
Dr. Vivien and Stephen D’Andrea 
Janet Espinosa 
Sidney A. Espinosa* 
Tami L. Espinosa 
Robert Reay and Juith Fan*** 
Bret and Caitie Field 
Karen S. Forssell 
Google Matching Gifts Program 
Kathy Hanson and Stephen Geisheker 
Marcian and Judy Hoff 
Roland Hsu and Julie Noblitt 
Leland Levy and Judy Huey**** 
Robert and Susan Kresek 
Dick Leask and Barbara Means 
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program* 
Eve Murto 
Barbara and Victor M. Reid III 
Ronald Schorsch 
Julie and Costa Sevastopoulos 
Carolyn and Anton Tucher 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto 
Jenna Wachtel 
 
Scholar ($100-$249) 
Fred W. and Beth McLellan Alvarez 
Anonymous (4 donations at this level) 
Josephine and Chris Arnold 
Ann Benson and Iris Harrell, in honor of Kris 
Jensen of Collective Roots 
Mark and Susan Bertelsen 
David Oakes and Sheila Botein 
Faye Brown 
Mark and Diane Cassanego 
Kenneth Chan 
Elisa Chapa, in honor of Pooja Shetty 
CNC Foundation 
Kenneth W. Conley 
Janet and Tom Conn, in honor of the marriage of 
Jenna Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 

Gordon Craig 
Pamela and Mark Cutkosky 
Donald Drumright and Darsha Davidoff 
Cherie Donald, in memory of Bob Donald 
Bruce and Karen Douglas 
Maria Pineda and Mike Drez 
Bruce and Nina Ericson 
Craig and Sally Falkenhagen 
Susan Fernyak 
Lila and James Fitzgerald 
Randall and Lois Fowkes 
Mark Glickman and Susie Hwang**** 
Kate Godfrey 
Mildred Goldsmith 
Anaruth Gordon 
Kim and Susan Graham 
Marc Guillet 
Katherine and Robert Hayes 
Richard and Carol Heermance, in honor of Kathy 
Wilson 
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
Tish Hoehl 
Adam Hogan, in honor of Beth Templeton Leach 
Urmila and Joseph John 
Ruth Kasle 
Rebecca King and Colin Kessinger 
Lucinda and Rob Lenicheck 
Stephen and Nancy Levy 
Ira Lit, in honor of Jenna Wachtel and Robert 
Pronovost 
Amy Lit and Andrew Rittenberg, in honor of 
Jenna Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Dr. and Mrs. James B.D. Mark 
Doug and Sidney Marks 
Myrna Marshall and Jon Saxe 
Jon and Danielle Mewes 
Jane and Clem Molony 
Kelly Shea Montelaro 
Kathleen Mooney, in honor of Jenna Wachtel 
and Robert Pronovost 
Mike Mordaunt 
GiGi and Hank Morgan 
Don Nathe 
Lela Noble 
Janine Oliveira and Robert Schlatter 
Helen and Joseph Pickering 
Evelyn Richards and Greg Pickrell 
Kathy and Stewart Plock 
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Ellen and Richard Price 
Rhonda Pryor 
Nancy and Glenn Rankin 
Gertrude Reagan 
Diane and Joseph Rolfe 
Perryn and Tim Rowland 
Victor and Janet Schachter 
Kathy and John Schniedwind 
Isabel Schreier, in honor of the marriage of Jenna 
Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Nicki and Marshall Smith 
Nancy Steege 
Judith and Hans Steiner 
Bryan and Bonnie Street 
Kathy Switky 
Marjorie Taylor 
John and Susan Thomas 
Ed and Gail Thompson 
Tim and Sally Tomlinson 
Samson Tu**** 
David and Kathleen Weisenberg 
Sallie and Jay Whaley, in honor of Sally 
Werlinich 
Marilyn Wiebenson 
Micki and Leslie Zatz 
 
Mentor (up to $100) 
Yoshiko Amemiya 
Anonymous (5 gifts at this level) 
Gwen Barry 
Laura Barton 
Duana Barton and Barbara Noparstak 
Sue Benjamin and Jeff Dean 
Jason Buzi 
William and Margaret Castaneda 
Terrence Chun 
Mike Forster and Susan Cole 
Kenneth W. Conley 
Kelly and Richard Cook 
Jean and Dexter Dawes 
Teresa and Chris Day 
Gayle and John Dilley 
Bob and Jan Fenwick 
Ann Funn 
Jane Glauz 
Lorraine and Noble Hancock 
Martha Hanks 

Carolyn Harder 
Yasuko and Hide Hattori 
Janis Hom and Steve Raney 
John and Frances Huang 
Ann Walker and David Jones 
Nancy Kawakita and Dana Tom 
Pat Kinney and Paul Marks 
Linda Knoll, in honor of the marriage of Jenna 
Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Jim Leckie and Susie Stone 
Kenny Lee 
Cameron Lesslie 
Judith B. Lit, in honor of the marriage of Jenna 
Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Danica Lomeli, in honor of the marriage of Jenna 
Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Phillip and Yueh-Lin Lyman 
Jeffrey and Loreen Manos 
Jeanne and Louis Marzano 
Katherine McClellan 
Charlene McDonald 
Christine and Rob Meyer 
Joseph Meyers 
Any Morgenstern 
Peter and Elizabeth Neumann 
Lee ad Merrill Newmann 
Lee and Merrill Newmann 
Joseph and Chanya Nguyen 
Barbara and John Opie, in honor of Heather and 
Jeff Karp 
Bonnie Packer and Robert Raymakers 
Dr. Vicki Pontius, in honor of Adam Hogan 
Drs. Charles and Laura Prober, in honor of the 
marriage of Jenna Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Timothy Revak 
Karen and Steven Ross 
Richard Schumeyer 
Edna and Dan Shochat 
Mirjana Spasojevic and Miroslav Trubelja 
Rachel Spector, in honor of the marriage of 
Jenna Wachtel and Robert Pronovost 
Heidi and Arthur Stein 
Sueann and Jeffrey Stone**** 
Garrett and Donna Wada 
Barbara and Scott Wallace 
Karen and Richard Wylie 
Patti Yanklowitz 

*through	  a	  donor	  designated	  fund	  of	  Fidelity	  Charitable	  Gift	  Fund	  
**a	  donor	  advised	  fund	  of	  the	  Silicon	  Valley	  Community	  Foundation	  
***through	  a	  donor	  advised	  fund	  of	  the	  Schwab	  Charitable	  Fund	  
****through	  a	  donor	  advised	  fund	  of	  the	  Fidelity	  Charitable	  Gift	  Fund	  
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Financials 
 
For the fiscal year ended March 31, 2013 EPAK received income from donations totaling $238,106 
and granted $173,811 to teachers.  In addition, EPAK spent $13,139 in operating expense, the 
majority of which was for fundraising and communication to donors. 

 
	   March	  31,	  2012	   March	  31,	  2013	  
Balance	  Sheet	  	   	   	  
ASSETS	   	   	  

Cash	  and	  bank	  accounts	   $161,205	  	   $212,434	  	  
TOTAL	  ASSETS	   $161,205	  	   $212,434	  	  

LIABILITIES	  &	  NET	  ASSETS	   	   	  
Liabilities	   0	   0	  
Net	  Assets	   $161,205	  	   $212,434	  	  
TOTAL	  LIABILITIES	  &	  NET	  

ASSETS	   $161,205	  	   $212,434	  	  
	   	   	  

Condensed	  statement	  of	  activities	   FYI	  2012	   FYI	  2013	  
INCOME	   	   	  

Income	  from	  donations	   $195,391	  	   $238,106	  	  
Interest	  income	   $17	  	   $73	  	  

TOTAL	  INCOME	   $195,408	  	   $238,179	  	  
EXPENSE	   	   	  

Grants:	   	   	  
	  	  	  	  Micro	  Grants	   $204,235	  	   $177,395	  	  
	  	  	  	  Returned	  (Unused)	  Grants	   ($4,559)	   ($6,584)	  
	  	  	  	  New	  Teacher	  Grants	   $13,000	  	   $3,000	  	  
	  	  	  	  Sponsored	  Project	  Grants	   $10,000	  	   $0	  	  
TOTAL	  GRANT	  EXPENSE	   $222,676	  	   $173,811	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Operating	  Expenses:	   	   	  
TOTAL	  OPERATING	  

EXPENSE	   $10,928	  	   $13,139	  	  
CHANGE	  IN	  NET	  ASSETS	   ($38,195)	   $51,229	  	  
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EPAK Board of Directors 
 
The EPAK Board of Directors consists of educators, business leaders, and community 
parents and advocates. 

 

President 
Tami Espinosa 

 
Vice President 
Julie Mahowald 

 
Secretary 

Jenna Wachtel 
 

Finance Team 
Lila Fitzgerald 
Lee Dinneen 

 
Board Members 
Tasha Castaneda 

Cindy Chin 
Ann Funn 

Martha Hanks 
Adam Hogan 

Eve Murto 
Laura Roberts 

 
Key Contributors 

Will Chen, Website and Web Applications 
Bambi Cask, Financial Secretary 

Shannon Greene, Grant Writing Consultant 
Karen Shannon, Donor Database 
Pooja Shetty, Communications 

 
	  


